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Lesvos is an island of 
the eastern Aegean  



· The climate is Mediterranean with  an average temperature of 17.5 C  
  
·Due to its strategic location, and its climate, Lesvos has a wide  variety  of 

unique plants and animals. The island has been known  since ancient time.  
    Poetess Sappho  mentions the plants of the island in her poems, and 

Theophrastus, the founder  of botany, studied  and systematized  them. In 
Ȁddition  Aristotle  spent 2 years on the island studying  its plants and animals. 

 
·  Today more than 1400 different  types and subtypes of plants are included  in 

its flora . This biodiversity  is due to the islands variety  in biotopes, its special 
rocks, the long affect of human invasion, the neighboring  with  Asia and from  
a geological point  of view  its detachment from  Asia. In the next slides we will  
present the most common plants and animals of our island. 
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·Mediterranean Climate  

·Average annual temperature 17,50 C 
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Climatology  



The variety  of  Lesvos flora  has been known  since ancient  
times.  
The poetess Sappho (6th century  BC)  mentions  it  in  her 
poems. 
Theophrastus  (3rd century  BC), the founder  of  Botany, 
studied  and systematized  them.   
Aristotle  spent 2 years on the island  studying  its  plants  and 
animals . 
 

Sappho 

Theophrastus  
Aristotle  
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During   our previous  meeting in Arouca,  we studied  the rocks of our areas.  
It  was important  to do that first  because rocks define the plants that grow  on top of  them 
So, regarding  Lesvos , we can see in the next maps that the island is divided  in four  major 
parts according to its rocks. 
If  you compare them to these maps regarding  its vegetation you can see that they fit  together 



North -Western Lesvos (Volcanic area) 

Central Lesvos (Ophiolites ) 

South-Eastern Lesvos (Schistes) 

Eastern Lesvos 
(Limestones) 
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Geology and Flora  
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shs 



Eastern Lesvos (Limestones) 
 
 

Olive trees  
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It is mainly covered by olive trees 
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If  you happen to fly  above Lesvos , you will  see 
thousands of acres with  olive  oil  trees . Because of its long 
lasting presence, the olive  groves are considered the 
dominant  species in the ecosystem of the island. This has 
led the habitants to depend on the production  of olives 
and olive  oil  for  trading  and personal use. So we could 
say that the olive  groves are the backbones of Lesvos 
economy . 



11.000.000 olive  trees, cover up ĳ of  the island  

 Olive trees (Olea Europea) 
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South-Eastern Lesvos (Schistes). 
    

  
Chesnut  trees 
Orchids  
Peony 
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It is partially covered by a chestnut forest. 



Chestnut tree  (Castanea sativa) 
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Plane tree ( Platanus orientalis ) 

Paeonia(Paeonia mascula) 

(Ophrys homeri )  
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Central Lesvos (Ophiolites ) 

PINUS BRUTIA  
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The whole  area is a botanical paradise where one can find   
a wide  variety  of plants , flowers  and herbs. In the same 
area we can also find  lots of, planes,  wild  orchids and  
the herb peony . 



Forests take up 1/ 5 of the island. The main type of forest in Lesvos is Pinus brutia . 
 It  is called brutia  because the needles are harsh. 

Pinus brutia  
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 North ðWestern of Lesvos 
(Volcanic area) 

 Oak trees, 
 Rhododendron,  
 Black Pine (Pinus nigra ) 
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This is where the  forest of the island grows. The main type of forest in Lesvos is pinus brutia  . 
It is called brutia  because the needles are harsh. 
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 The western part  of the island is volcanic and mostly  barren. Nevertheless, there 
are some very distinctive  species  that grow  on it  
 The Oak trees which  were used for  furniture  , boats and tanning  industry . The 
acorns were used  for  feeding the animals 
 In the same area, there is a small forest which  is unique  because it  is the only  
place on the island where you can find  pinus negra. 
 In the forest of black pine, we can find  the yellow  rhododendron  (Rhododendron  
Luteum  Sweet), which  canõt be found  anywhere else in Greece. It  is a deciduous 
bush which  can reach 4.5 meters height with  big beautiful  yellow  flowers  and 
with  elongated leafs. The flowers  are bright  yellow,  and strongly  perfumed . 
Despite the sweet perfume of the flowers,  the nectar is toxic.  Records 
of poisoning  of people eating the honey date back to the 4th century BC in 
classical Greece. 
As we have already said,   Lesvos is a botanical paradise.  
More than 1400 kinds  of plants have been classified, 24 of which  can only  be 
found  on the island and Asia Minor . 4 species can only  be found  on the island as 
you can see by their  scientific name . 



-furniture  
-boats 
-feeding the animals  
- tanning ( leather 
processing )  

ȾɡɟɘŬɟɢŮɑ ůŰɞ ɖűŬɘůŰŮɘŬəɧ ŰɛɐɛŬ Űɞɡ ɜɖůɘɞɨ (ȾŮɜŰɟɘəɐ, 

ȸɧɟŮɘŬ əŬɘ ȹɡŰɘə ȿɏůɓɞ 

Oak (Quercus pubescens) 
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Black Pine  (Pinus nigra ) 
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Rhododendron  
Luteum  
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Lesvos is a botanical  paradise. More  than 1400 kinds  of  plants  have been classified,  24 of  
which  can only  be found  on the island  and Asia Minor . 5 species can only  be found  on 
the island  

Alyssum umbellatum  Fritillaria theophrasti   

Asperula  nitida  mytilinica   Stachys cretica lesbiaca 23 

Alyssum  lesbiacum      



Haplophyllum  megalanthum ,  
 
which  can be only  found  in  a small  area of  western Lesvos and Asia  
Minor  
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Crocus 
 pallasii pallasii  

Campanula lyrata  

Galanthus elwesii  

Arum  
rupicol a 

Centaurea urvillei   

Viola heldreichiana  

Moenchia mantica  

Lavandula stoechas cariensis  
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Tulipa undulatifolia  
Tulipa Orphanidea  



 A  totally  new and rare species, discovered in  
2004 in  central  Lesvos. It  is a species between 
Himantoglossum  and comperianoum  
Himantoglossum  montis  tauri  It   cannot be 
found  in  any other  part  of  the world . It  is only  
logical  that  it  was named after  the village  it  was 
found . 

Comptoglossum agiasense  

ORCHIDS  
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http://www.mytilene.gr/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/orchids8.jpg


Himantoglossum  comperianoum  or 
comperia  comperiana.  
A rare species of  Asia, Lesvos being  the 
only  part  of  Europe where it  is found .  

Himantoglossum  
 (belt looking flowers)  
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http://www.mytilene.gr/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/orchids3.jpg


The most common orchid found on the island. Its 
presence has been known since ancient times.  
 The name was given by Theophrastus  

Limodorum abortivum   

Ophrys  reinholdii  

The colors, its  shape, it  looks  like  an insect and 
pheromones it  emits  fool  insects into  pollinating  
it . 
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http://www.mytilene.gr/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/orchids9.jpg
http://www.mytilene.gr/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/orchids6.jpg


Cephalanthera epipactoides  Limodorum abortivum  rubrum  

Platanthera holmboei  Epipactis turcica  E. densifolia  Anacamptis  pyramidalis  
 

Ophrys lesbis  
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O. homeri  

ǯ. pelinaea  O. minutula  

O. buchephala   

O. labiosa  

Orchis  Tridentata  
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