
Life in the 60’s



At the beginning of the 60’s Greece is 
trying to recover from the 2nd World 
War and the civil war that followed it.



The political life of the 60’s 
cannot be characterized as 
smooth and calm:
1961-1967 there is intense 
political rivalry between the 
popular prime minister 
George Papandreou and 
the kings court. 
The people are against the 
kings attempt to dominate 
the political life and they 
often protest in the streets. 
The police often become 
violent.



This ends in 1967 when a 
military dictatorship is 
imposed by low ranked 
officers of the Greek army.

The years between 1961-
1967 have been named a 
“period of economic 
growth”.



The consequences of 
the 2nd world war and 
that of the nearly four-
year civil war had a very 
bad effect both on 
economic as well on the 
social life mainly of the 
rural Greece.
Greece was divided in 
two. The victorious 
Right and the defeated 
Left.



The intense migratory 
flaw that was present in 
the previous decade is 
continued mainly to the 
United States and 
Germany

Autumn 1960. 
Greek immigrants departing from Athens.



Many young girls from poor 
families had to immigrate to 
get married

From the movie “Brides” by 
Pantelis Voulgaris



The rise of the standard of 
living is slow but constant. 
Economy is not only 
supported by shipping 
exchanges and the 
immigrants who sent money 
back to their families but 
also by the growth of 
tourism

Greek immigrants in West Germany 
1969.



A new phenomenon 
appears, that of internal 
immigration to urban 
centers, due to the poor 
living conditions in the 
villages. 
People were leaving their 
ruined villages to find a job 
in Athens. Cottages in poor neighborhood. 



Greece absorbed the 
influences of the big social 
movements and changes of 
the 60’s in Europe with a 
delay. 
This delay was mainly due 
to the dictatorship which 
imposed on the country 
seven years of violence, 
terrorism, conservatism and 
abolishment of individual 
rights. The trial of the dictators 1974



In 1961 the agreement of 
Greece entering the 
European Union is signed. 
The full acceptance of 
Greece was in 1979 .

28 May 1979



In the Greek films of the 
60’s we can clearly see the 
values that dominate the 
society .



The struggle for social rise 
and the acquisition of 
material goods, the 
problems of immigration, 
marriage as a means of 
social acceptance and as a 
financial transaction



During dictatorship cinema 
portrays all those elements 
that constitute a “Greek”
along with the beauties of 
the country to attract 
tourism



Customs and festivals



Due to the isolation of 
the island from the 
mainland, local 
festivities and religious 
events were the main 
means of entertainment 
of the population, mainly 
in the villages. 



They entertained 
themselves by 
promenades, by excursions 
in the nearby countryside 
and beaches, by going to 
the cinema.
Young men used to sing 
serenades (kantades) to 
girls they were in love with.



The division of sexes in the 60’s was very strict.

There were “female” tasks  and “male” tasks.

While men in their free time went to “cafenio” (a coffee-house for men 
only), women were staying at home. In their free time they used to sit in 
front of the house door chatting with the other housewives and doing 
some knitting.



Girls were not 
allowed to leave the 
house without the 
escort of a parent or 
brother.

Girls usually got 
married at the age of 
18-20. The custom 
of dowry was 
widespread 
throughout Greece



School watched closely the 
behavior of the students and the 
way they dressed. 

There were schools for boys and 
girls only. Teachers had shifts 
supervising the students and 
making sure that they were not 
out of their home after 8.00pm



Older children entertained 
themselves at parties 
always chaperoned by a 
parent. 
The popular music of the 
parties was “shake” the 
American rock and roll



Cultural groups and 
the choruses were 
very important. The 
participants wrote the 
music, lyrics and 
dialogues to 
theatrical plays which 
satirized everyday 
life and used the 
local dialect



Theatrical play from a local 
cultural group in Agiassos.

The theatre, an institution that provides both entertainment  
and education, borrows subjects and characters from 
everyday life. It becomes the vehicle by which ordinary 
people can wander far from the everyday life, the means by 
which they are entertainment and amused.
It is with these views on the theatre that the inhabitants of 
Agiassos embraced it and formed an amateur company that 
has worthy participants.









The carnival in Agiassos

It is a very important social event. It began a long 
time in the past, but its modern form took shape at 
the end of the 19th century.
Participants speak in ordinary language and use 
the vocabulary of every day life. They satirize 
society, political phenomena and situations. 



HELL AND PARADISE



GODS OF OLYMPUS



TARZAN IN THE JUNGLE



Religious Events



In the center of attention 
we find all sorts of 
festivals associated with 
the Christian orthodox 
religion. They were 
called “pαnegeria” and 
took place throughout 
the year. They were not 
only the expression of 
religious faith but also a 
mass form of 
amusement, relaxation 
and a way of socializing

The bull festival: The bull’s slaughter, remnant 
of the pre-christian age.



Big groups of people 
moved to the 
churches either on 
foot or on donkey and 
horse, as a form of 
pilgrimage

August 15th. 
The pilgrimage for Virgin Mary in Agiassos.



One such festival is on 
August 15th in Agiassos
and Petra. The center of 
celebration is the church 
of Virgin Mary which 
lasted for two weeks. 
People came there from 
all over the island -many 
on foot- and from the rest 
of Greece. Many of them 
stayed in the yard of the 
church for days to fulfill 
an oath.



Engagement-wedding

In an engagement the 
girl’s parents had to send 
gifts to the in-laws and 
they in return gave jewelry 
or money. On the day of 
the engagement they cut 
a sweet bread on the 
future bride’s head 



An engagement in a village



On the day of the 
wedding all of the 
bride’s belongings 
were carried in baskets  
in the streets of the 
villages to the new 
house of the couple. 



The groom, escorted 
by musicians, left his 
house and took the 
bride to the church. 
After the ceremony 
all the guests pined 
money on their 
clothes. A widow was 
not allowed to 
congratulate the new 
couple unless she 
wore a white 
handkerchief on her 
head.



The festivities were held in 
the couple’s new house 
and they usually lasted for 
3 days



Baptism

A baby had to be baptized 
during the first year of his/her 
life. 

It was only then that he had  
a name and he was a 
Christian.

The godfather was usually 
chosen according to his 
financial status and he was 
the one to decide on the 
name of the child



In the sixties  people 
considered  their name-day 
more important than  their  
birthday.
On this day people paid visits 
and the housewives made 
big preparations ( cooking, 
pastry).

Nameday - Birthday



Easter

Easter is more 
important in the Greek 
Orthodox religion than 
Christmas



A 40 day fasting was 
mandatory as well as 
attending the mass. 
On the day of Easter 
everybody wore new 
clothes and the girls 
bought new red shoes.



Christmas

Christmas Carols were sang 
from house to house by 
children who were given 
fruit and candies. 

They used pans instead of 
musical instruments. They 
also deeply believed in the 
existence of goblins and  
thus there was always wood 
burning in the fireplace.



Klidonas

This custom does 
not exist any more. 
It was associated 
with the festivities 
on Saint John’s day 
on June 24th 



In the evening they lit fires 
in the middle of the streets, 
using the May 1st wreaths, 
and everyone took turns 
jumping over them. It was 
believed to be good for their 
health and luck.



Then, single boys or girls placed 
one of their belongings in a pot 
filled with water and a girl, 
covered with a red cloth, picked 
them up. 

Then they either made a bold 
song regarding its owner or it 
was used to indicate to the girls 
the profession of their future 
husband. 



This was also done by 
dropping  the egg white in 
a glass filled with water. 
An older woman saw 
through the shapes 
created and foretold the 
future



Photos from the interviews



Hara Voulgaraki with her interviewee  Mr Antonis Pikoulos



Markella Agelinou, Maria Vasilarou and Filippos Grigoriou with their 
interviewee Mrs Maria Touloumtzi (Markella’s grandmother)



Theodore Moraitis, Maria Lazari and  Maria Kounelli with their interviewee  
Mrs Marianthi Anastasiadi.



Orfeas Eleftheriou and Christos Vlastaris with their interviewee 
Mrs Jasemi Vlastari (Christos’ grandmother)
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